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R.I.T.E. for Renasa Insurance Training and Education, the social responsibility initiative of Renasa Insurance Company, has made remarkable progress in the past year and a half. As I am sure you are aware from news reports, literacy levels in South African schools are reaching frightening lows. The Minister of Education seems well aware of the dire situation that South Africa is in but it is not obvious what measures have been taken to combat this situation and to alleviate the problem.

R.I.T.E. and what we do at R.I.T.E. may well be a drop in the ocean but we believe our efforts are well worth their while. The education programme that we donate to under-privileged schools teaches the alphabet and lays the foundation for literacy. This has to happen in the foundation phase of education and it is a task fraught with difficulties as classes are large and teachers over-extended. Besides that, the teachers do not have the teaching aids necessary to facilitate the learning of literacy and children often fall through the gaps, so to speak. This is where R.I.T.E. comes in. We have learnt through the teachers we have met in the 25 workshops that we have held, that many learners reach Grade 7 and have not mastered the basics of literacy! It is a frightening scenario and a situation which has not improved. As a result more illiterate, unemployed youths hit the streets. Crime is at an all time high in this country and we believe the lack of a basic education is a contributing factor.
R.I.T.E. invites teachers from schools in surrounding areas to attend teacher training workshops. The attending teachers are trained in the alphabet programme and are given the programme to take back to their schools for immediate use. As well as the teacher training workshops that take place on a weekly basis, we try to reach independent organisations that care for orphans, whether it be through aids or abandonment. These organisations depend on the charity of others for survival and we have been amazed just how ready people are to help those less fortunate than themselves. It is very encouraging. 
R.I.T.E. visited the Boikarabelo Sustainable African Family Village in Megaliesberg and God’s Golden Acre in Richmond last year. More recently, we visited the Ikholwa Orphanage in Weltevreden Park which means ‘Hope for our Children’. This orphanage cares for the children and finds loving homes for them and it was amazing to see how happy and appreciative they were. You will see from the photos how enthralled the children are with the story cards we gave them.
R.I.T.E. is a Section 21 Company, a non-profit organisation which relies on fundraising for support. Renasa Insurance Company has accepted responsibility for the backbone funding. R.I.T.E. has also received sponsorships from the following companies who deserve special mention:

· Aon Re Africa Ltd 

· Africa Reinsurance Company

· Deneys Reitz Attorneys

· Elliott Schwartz

· Insurance Outsourcing Managers

· The Garrun Group

· Lebuan Reinsurance Company

· Munich Reinsurance Company  

· Swiss Reinsurance Company
R.I.T.E. wishes to thank these companies for their generosity. It is because of their sponsorships that R.I.T.E. has reached so many schools from Alexandria, Tembisa, Soweto and is now reaching into the KwaZulu Natal midlands. The response we receive from these schools has been phenomenal and the gratitude and enthusiasm from the teachers is inspiring. Our sincere thanks go out to these sponsors for their continued support.

R.I.T.E. and Renasa Insurance Company hosted two golf days in November 2007 in order to raise money to take the R.I.T.E. initiative to further schools in Gauteng and KwaZulu Natal. The first was held at Mt Edgecombe Country Club in Kwazulu Natal and the second at the Wanderers Golf Course in Johannesburg. The weather was hot and humid in Durban and the storm clouds brewed over Wanderers but both days were very successful and an enjoyable day on the golf course was had by all. Gary Teichmann was our guest speaker in Durban and he answered some interesting questions! A big thank you goes to all those who supported our golf days and we look forward to making both these occasions an annual event.

